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GREEK LANDSCAPES BY LEAR 
ON EXHIBIT AT ART MUSEUM 


Edward Lear, the English watercolorist is best known, among Americans 
at least, for his brilliant nonsense verse--The Owl and the Pussycat --for 
example. But on Thursday, Ohioans will have the opportunity to see for the 
first time his remarkable talent for landscape painting in an exhibition of 
nearly 75 watercolors lent to The Cleveland Museum of Art by the Gennadius 
Library in Athens . 

According to Philip Hofer, who wrote the catalog introduction, "This 
exhibition is exceedingly important not only because Greece was Lear's 
favorite country, but also because there are no landscape watercolors of 
Greece from Classical or Mediaeval times, and few, indeed from more recent 
periods. Lear's drawings are the best artistic interpretations that exist 
before modern construction, tourism, and industrialization visibly intruded, 
spoiling the calm nostalgic beauty of the Greek mainland, and the islands, 
both in the Aegean and Ionian Seas ." 

The Gennadius Library is an adjunct of the American School of Classical 
Studies in Athens. It was assembled by Joannes Gennadius, a Greek diplomat, 
whose career was marked by distinguished service in England and the United 
States. While in Washington, in 1922, Mr. Gennadius offered his collection-- 
nearly 36,000 items--to the American School; a building was provided by the 
Carnegie Corporation and a site adjacent to the American and British schools 
was given by the Greek Government . 

The exhibition is being circulated by the International Exhibitions 
Foundation. It can be seen at Cleveland until July 16. 
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